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Defensive Driving Around Heavy Equipment 
 

What this Safety Talk Covers: 
The “Dos” and “Don’ts” of driving safely when working with or around heavy equipment.  
 

Discussion Notes: 
Discuss the outcomes of the “Dos” and “Don’ts.” 
 

Do ✓ Stay alert in high-traffic areas. Be aware of haul trucks, vacuum trucks, cranes, and 
loaders, especially at well sites and refineries where visibility is often limited and 
space is tight. 

✓ Maintain safe following distances. Keep at least four seconds between your vehicle 
and heavy equipment. Dust, mud, and uneven terrain on the worksite can extend 
stopping distances. 

✓ Make eye contact with operators. Before passing or crossing paths, ensure the 
equipment operator has seen you and acknowledged your presence. 

✓ Use designated routes and obey posted signage. Pipeline rights-of-way, laydown 
yards, and refinery access roads are designed to control movement and reduce blind 
spots. 

✓ Communicate your movements. Use radios, hazard lights, or hand signals when 
entering active work zones so equipment operators know where you are. 

✓ Inspect your vehicle daily. Make sure mirrors, lights, and backup alarms are 
functional. Visibility is your first line of defense in mixed-traffic areas. 
 

Don’t x Assume equipment operators can see you. Blind spots around rigs, haul trucks, and 
loaders are large and can easily hide a pickup or service truck. 

x Tailgate or cut off heavy equipment. These machines require more distance and time 

to stop, and sudden movements can cause serious collisions. 

x Drive distracted. Radios, phones, or paperwork can wait. Your full attention is 

needed when navigating active sites. 

x Ignore flaggers or spotters. Their directions are critical for controlling traffic around 

loading zones, well pads, and rig moves. 

x Park or idle behind operating equipment. Instead, park in designated areas where 

operators can clearly see your vehicle. 

x Rush through congested areas. Taking an extra minute to drive defensively protects 

you, your coworkers, and expensive equipment. 
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Meeting notes:  
Employee comments/concerns:          
               
Other safety issues to be addressed on the job/facility:       
               
Training record:  Date:      Jobsite/Facility:        

Trainer:      Title:        
Employee name       Employee name   
(print)    / (signature)    (print)    / (signature)  
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
   /       /     
(Continue recording signatures on a separate sheet of paper) 
Employee Quiz is provided on last page.  Answers are:  1. (b), 2. (c), 3. (d), 4. (a), 5. (b)  
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Employee Quiz 
Defensive Driving Around Heavy Equipment 

 

Employee Name:        

Circle the correct answer below

1. Why is it important to maintain at least a 

four-second following distance behind 

heavy equipment in the oilfield? 

a. It helps conserve fuel 

b. It gives you more time to stop on 

uneven or muddy terrain 

c. It allows other drivers to pass more 

easily 

d. It helps prevent dust buildup  

 

2. Before crossing paths with a piece of 

heavy equipment, what should you 

always do? 

a. Flash your headlights 

b. Honk your horn 

c. Make eye contact and confirm the 

operator has seen you 

d. Speed up to get out of the way  

 

3. Why should you stay on designated 

routes? 

a. They’re smoother to drive on 

b. They’re closer to exits 

c. They’re only for heavy trucks  

d. They minimize exposure to blind 

spots and active equipment 
 

4. What should you do before starting your 

vehicle each day? 

a. Check your mirrors, lights, and 

backup alarms 

b. Warm up the engine for 10 minutes 

c. Clean the dashboard 

d. Adjust the seat  

 

5. It’s okay to park behind equipment if 

you stay in your truck. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

 

 

 

Training record:  Date:      Jobsite/Facility:      

Trainer:      Title:       


